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Introduction 


Screw pine is a word that is commonly known for Pandan or Pandanus. It belongs to Pandanacea family. The 
leaves are sword like, thin and long, prickly margins, spiral arrangements and aerial roots, with a rough green sur- 
face. The screw pine is a monocot and flowering plant. It is just commonly called as Screw pine. It grows side by 
rivers and streams. It helps to protect the water bodies and prevent soil erosion. The fleshy green plant is peeled 
into thin strips are dried in the sun and then diagonally plated to create mats and more products. 


Screw pine craft at Thrissur - Thrissur a revenue district of Kerala is situated in the central part of the state. 
The place for its rich cultural heritage is called as cultural capital of Kerala. Talking of industries, Thrissur is well 
known for the power loom industry and textile mills. The coir industry offers employment for many. Likewise 
there are NGOs who have got support from government and help people to work using natural resource. One 
such NGO is Kottapuram Integrated Development Society (KIDS). It coordinates and is working hard to develop 
communities, especially the poor and sidelined, by integrating all the elements and resources of the community. 
It was established in the year 1987. The organization is successfully working from 27yrs and its main focus is to 
empower women. They train artisans and help them come up with their own designs for the products simul- 
taneously working on needed products. They use screw pine and water hyacinth. Products required for office 
and houses are produced. There are more than fifty varieties of products that are produced. There are 3 outlets 
in Kerala, Kodangallur, Mattancherry and Calicut where the marketing of these products takes place. There are 
350 artisans who work all together. There are 11 centers. People who join this organization get an identity card 
that helps them with their children’s education and health. The main noted department is natural fibers. Around 
twenty to twenty-five women and physically challenged folks are given an opportunity to work under this organi- 
zation. 


Screw pine is a core natural resource of Trissur from which the people of screw pine growing region make use of 
the plant to enrich their living. The natural resources are collected from the people and processed. There are so 
many products that can be produced from screw pine leaves and the roots are also used to make paintbrushes. 
The leaves are very widely used in producing variety of products. The leaves are hand weaved and the products 
are very suitable to use, as they are eco-friendly and the dye colors what goes in coloring the leaves contain 
chemicals in very small amount and which doesn’t affect the environmental protection. 
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Kottapuram Integrated Development Society Fr. Dr. Nixon — Director of KIDS-NGO and information 
(KIDS) — NGO. board. 
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Vision, Mission and Approach of KIDS-NGO is displayed on board. 
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Organization chart of KIDS. 
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Artisans are involving in making different types of 
screw pine crafts in KIDS. 


Finished products display in museum. 


Artisan involving in lacing to dining table mat. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


Following are the tools and raw materials required for screw pine craft: 

¢ Cutters: To cut the pandanus leaves or screw pine leaves cutters are used. 

¢ Needles: To stitch screw pine leaves together needle is used. 

¢ Dyes: The respective dye colors are added to the water to color the screw pine leaves. 

¢ Cardboard: The coasters are stitched by placing the cardboard in middle of two weaved screw pine leaves. 


¢ Screw Pine Leaves: The important raw material that is used is screw pine plant. 
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Dead screw pine plant. 
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Scale, Scissors, Needles and different types of cutters. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - ww 


Design Resource 
Screw Pine Craft - Thrissur, 
Kerala 


Craft from Flowering Plant 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and 
Sandhya B. 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/screw-pine-craft- 
thrissur-kerala/tools-and-raw-materials 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 

4. Products 

5. Video 

6. Contact Details 


hes 


Large dying container. Dried coconut shells are used to boil water for dyeing 
process. 
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Traditional handloom for screw pine mat weaving. 
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Natural and colored sliced screw pine leaves. Chemical colors are used for screw pine leaves dying. 
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Making Process 


The large flowering plant- screw pine, grows rivers side mostly, and is collected from the people of that region. 
The screw pine products makers get these raw materials from the local areas and continue with the further 
process. The people are trained for about a month and later they come up with new designs and the designs 
appealed by clients. 


The screw pine is cut with the help of cutters or knives and collected. The leaves are dried well to straighten the 
screw pine leaves. It is sliced to required widths. The leaves then undergo the process of dyeing where the leaves 
are put to boiling water along with respective dye powder that is been added. To a tank that has capacity to hold 
400 liters is filled with water and kept for boiling. Along with screw pine natural products of 5kgs, 15Okgs of color 
powder is added to the tank. The leaves take the respective color. They are taken out of the tank and put to an- 
other vat of cold water to cool it down. The leaves then are kept in the sun to dry. The leaves that have dried un- 
der sun are then sent to the weavers department to continue with the weaving process. The leaves are ready to 
be weaved to suitable products. Weaving- the weaving of screw palm leaves is one up and one down plain weav- 
ing arrangement by hands. A lot of products adopt same process with a slight change in twist and turns of screw 
pine leaves. The screw pine products are weaved to sheets and then cut to the desired shapes. For a coaster, a 
round shaped cardboard is taken and placed on the sheet of weaved screw pine and a circular is drawn. Weaved 
screw pine is cut to two circular shapes. The cardboard, which is of same size of the cut screw pine, is placed and 
glued in between and stitched at the ends. The stitch looks neat and ordered with experienced artisan. Few other 
products like coasters for plates, mats follow the same technique. With the appropriate weaving of screw pine, 
incredible products can be obtained. 
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Cardboard is marked as per the measurement. 
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The cardboard that is cut is stuck on the mat. Pine mat is cut as per the cardboard measurement. 
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Backside of the cardboard is also glued. 
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Backside of the cardboard is also stuck to pine mat. 
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Hammer is used & hammed on the cardboard to make The pine mat is cut accordingly. 

the cardboard stick strongly to the pine mat. 
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Pine leaves are cut into thin strips by using cutting tool. 
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The overview of the stitching pattern. ‘X’ pattern of stitching is followed as the coaster’s bor- 
der. 
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Screw pain products are displayed in shop for selling. | Attractive hand bags. 
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Different types of containers. 


Colorful coasters and small boxes. Vibrant color boxes. 
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Lightweight pillows, bowls and containers. Big size containers. 
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Colorful ladies Pouches. 


Varieties of containers. 
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Different types of jewellery boxes. 
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Unique style handbag. Colorful money pouch. 
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Round and unique sized box. Two-colored bowl. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - ww 


Design Resource 
Screw Pine Craft - Thrissur, 
Kerala 


Craft from Flowering Plant 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and 
Sandhya B. 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/screw-pine-craft- 
thrissur-kerala/products 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 

4. Products 

5. Video 

6. Contact Details 


All types of handbags are displayed. 


ZS 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - ww 


Design Resource 
Screw Pine Craft - Thrissur, 
Kerala 


Craft from Flowering Plant 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and 
Sandhya B. 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/screw-pine-craft- 
thrissur-kerala/products 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 

4. Products 

5. Video 

6. Contact Details 


Big size 


fone 


coasters. 


Small size coasters. 


NS 
N 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - wv 


Design Resource 


Screw Pine Craft - Thrissur, 


Kerala 


Craft from Flowering Plant 


by 


Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and 


Sandhya B. 


NID Campus, Bengaluru 


. 
. 


Source 


http://www.dsource.in/resource/screw-pine-craft- 


thrissur-kerala/products 


1. Introduction 


2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 


4. Products 
5. Video 


6. Contact Details 


Different colored foot mats. 
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Some different types of screw pine products are 
displayed in museum. 


Decorative light lamp. 
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Beautiful hand bad done with Screw pain leaves. 


Tree shaped decorative item made with screw pain 
leaves. 
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Screw Pine Craft - Thrissur, Kerala 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, 
Divyadarshan C. S. and Sandhya B. at NID Campus, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Key Contacts: 

Mr. Nixon, Senior Craftsman 
Thrissur 

Kerala 

Phone: 0480 2802365 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


